Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  1947 


SECTION  A. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 

... 

70,017 

Population  (1931  Census) 

•  •  • 

...  ... 

15,690 

Population  (1947,  estimated) 

•  •  • 

. . .  ... 

16,360 

Structurally  separate  dwellings  (1931  Census) — Occupied 

4,376 

Unoccupied 

433 

Rateable  Value 

£59,093 

Estimated  Penny  Rate 

... 

£240  5s.  5d. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  340 

169 

171 

Illegitimate  11 

6 

5 

351 

175 

176 

BIRTH 

RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population, 

21.45 

STILL  BIRTHS 

! 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate  — 

— 

— 

9 

6 

3 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total  births,  25.00 

DEATHS 

Total  m.  f. 

203  100  103 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  12.41 

Deaths  from  PUERPERAL  SEPSIS:— Nil 
Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes: — Nil 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE:— 


M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

10  4 

6 

•  Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total 

11  4 

7 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE:— 

All  Infants  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

. . . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  26.47 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


35 

1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tub:  of  rep:  sys: 

2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Ac:  Polio-Myel: 

— 

— 

— 

Ac:  Inf:  enceph: 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

35 

13 

22 

Diabetes  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

35 

17 

18 

Heart  Diseases 

64 

34 

30 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

4 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

4 

Other  Resp:  dis: 

2 

1 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Disease 

4 

3 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  puerperal  disease 

— 

— t- 

— 

Prematurity 

2 

1 

1 

Con:  mal:  birth:  inj:  Infant  dis: 

7 

3 

4 

Suicide 

1 

1 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

2 

, — 

Other  violent  causes 

2 

1 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

24 

14 

10 

All  causes 

203" 

100 

103” 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death 


rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates 


for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  Year  1947.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and 


Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boro’s,  and 
Great  Towns 
including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

BIRTHS— 

Live  Births 

20-5 

23-3 

22-2 

22-7 

Still 

0-50 

0-62 

0-54 

049 

DEATHS  - 

All  Causes 

12-0 

130 

119 

12-8 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0-00 

000 

000 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever 

000 

0-00 

000 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

002 

Diphtheria 

001 

0-01 

001 

0-01 

Influenza 

009 

0-09 

0-08 

008 

Small-pox 

o-oo 

000 

000 

— 

Measles 

0'01 

0-02 

002 

001 

NOTIFICATIONS— 

Typhoid  Fever 

001 

0-01 

000 

001 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

001 

001 

o-oi 

0-01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

005 

0-06 

005 

005 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-37 

1-54 

1-37 

1-31 

Whooping  Cough 

2-22 

2-41 

2-02 

2-80 

Diphtheria 

013 

0T5 

0T4 

0-14 

Erysipelas 

0T9 

0-21 

018 

0-22 

Small-pox 

000 

000 

o-oi 

0-00 

Measles 

9-41 

913 

9-58 

5-29 

Pneumonia 

0-79 

0-89 

068 

0-64 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

41 

47 

36 

37 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

under  2  years  of  age 

5-8 

8-0 

3-7 

4-8 

NOTIFICATIONS— 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ..  ) 

f  1-21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  [ 

7T6 

8-99 

6-27 

16-94 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY — England  and  Wales 


No.  140  Abortion  with 
Sepsis 

No.  141  Abortion  without 
Sepsis 

No.  147  Puerperal 
Infections 

Nos.  142-6  148-150 
Other 

0-10 

006 

0-16 

0-85 

ABORTION  :  No.  140  with  Sepsis 

No.  141  without  Sepsis 

9 

5 

SECTION  B. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  District. 

D.  G.  SHIELDS.  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

-  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  L.  TAUNTON,  C.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  E.  FORD,  CERT.R.S.I.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  E.P.H.  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

AMBULANCES  ARE  OBTAINED  from  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  at  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital,  North  Walsham,  Martham,  and  Great  Yarmouth  Hospital. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  District  Nurses  of  Norfolk  Nursing  Federation. 

(b)  Private  Hire  in  Infectious  Diseases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  None  in  District. 

HOSPITALS. 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Jenny  Lind  (Children),  Great  Yarmouth  and  North 
Walsham  Cottage  Hospitals  all  take  cases  from  the  area.  Infectious  cases  for  which 
isolation  is  considered  necessary  are  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Dereham. 
The  Coltishall  Nursing  Home  takes  a  small  number  of  maternity  cases  from  the  District. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Dysentry 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Jaundice 
Malaria 

C.  S.  Meningitis 
Erysipelas 

340  7  2 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  1947  a  further  183  children  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria  under  the 
Council’s  scheme,  170  of  these  being  children  under  the  age  of  five.  In  all,  2,556 
children  have  been  immunised  out  of  an  estimated  child  population  of  3550  (72  per 
cent).  The  progress  of  the  campaign  against  Diphtheria  is  testified  by  the  fact  that 
in  1947  not  a  single  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  in  the  district. 


Total 


Admitted  to  Hospital  Deaths 


4 

178 


132 

14 

2 

8 


1 

5 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

V  V  .1 

NEW 

CASES 

DURING 

1947 

DEATHS  DURING  1947 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Totals 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Males  Females 

Males 

Females 

Aged 

under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

1  to  5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  15 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  25 

1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

—  1 

— 

— 

1 

25  to  35 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

—  1 

— 

— 

1 

45  to  55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

65  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

6 

6 

5 

23 

Totals 

—  2 

— 

— 

2 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  total  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Retailers  is  ...  192 

Inspections  of  Cowkeepers  Premises  ...  ...  461 

Inspections  of  Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  ...  409 

Inspections  of  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936-46. 

Number  of  “T.T.”  producers  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  “Accredited”  producers  ...  ...  18 


MILK  SAMPLING. 

All  milk  sampling  of  “  T.T.”  and  “  Accredited  ”  producers  was  carried  out  by  the 
Norfolk  County  Council  during  1947. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  UNDER  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1938. 

Eight  animals  were  slaughtered  under  this  Order  during  1947,  and,  in  each  case, 
Tuberculosis  was  confirmed. 

NOTE:  Although  there  are  only  59  producers  of  designated  supplies  these  produce  approximately 

one  half  of  the  total  supply  from  this  area,  and  it  is  confidently  estimated  that  a  further  20 
persons  will  be  placed  on  the  designated  lists  during  1948.  In  many  cases  it  is  the  existing 
buildings  and  materials  used  in  their  construction  that  prevent  a  number  of  producers 
from  obtaining  licences  for  “  T.T.”  and  “  Accredited  ”  supplies.  The  herds  continue  to 
show  improvement  and  the  policy  of  breeding  from  selected  animals  is  certainly  giving 
good  results. 

The  milking  situation  could  be  improved,  and  it  is  the  writer’s  opinion  that  more  care 
should  be  taken  in  the  sterilization  of  equipment.  It  is  no  use  sterilizing  the  equipment 
and  then  allowing  the  milkman  to  trail  it  along  the  cowshed  floor ;  this  is  constantly  noticed 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  responsible  for  many  samples  failing. 

I  must  congratulate  the  producers  on  the  great  improvement  in  farm  workers’  dwellings. 
This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  will  stop  the  drift  to  the  towns,  and  ensure  a 
sufficiency  of  the  right  kind  of  labour  in  days  to  come. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  District  is  as  follows: — 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  meat  slaughtering  for  this  area  is  carried  out  at  Great  Yarmouth, 
very  little  use  is  made  of  these  buildings  and  only  casualties  and  occasional  pigs  are  dealt 
with  Each  slaughterhouse  is  now  inspected  twice-weekly  to  ensure  they  are  properly  kept 
and  also  that  no  illegal  slaughtering  is  taking  place. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  is  11. 

BUTCHERS  SHOPS. 

There  are  22  butchers  shops  actually  in  use  in  the  district,  and  these  are  all  in  good 
order,  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  with  exception  of  four  all  have  modern  refrigerators. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  area  is  9. 

Two  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  concerning  cleanliness, 
and  the  owners  were  interviewed  and  cautioned,  and  the  premises  cleansed. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 


CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS. 

Meat:  129  lbs.  Beef  (home  killed) 

133  „  „  (imported) 

93  „  Mutton 

Other  Foods:  2  cwt.  Sugar  (contact  with  chemicals) 

17|  stones  Bread  Dough  (damaged  by  glass) 
47  lbs  Sugar  (contact  with  paraffin) 

12  „  Margarine  (contact  with  paraffin) 

53|  „  Cheese 
18|  „  Liver  Sausage 

25  „  Dried  Prunes 

15 j  „  Cod  Fillets 
24  „  Rolled  Oats 

9  „  Macaroni 

38  bars  Chocolate 

Tinned  Foods 

Apples 
Apricots 
Beans  (various) 

Beetroot 

Brisling 

Carrots 

Crayfish 

Fish  Paste 

Frfuit  Salad 

Gherkins 

Grape  Fruit 

Hake 

Herring 

Jams  (various) 

Macedoines 
Marmalade 
Meat  Paste 
Meat  Ration 
Milk  (various) 

Peaches 


No.  of  Tins 
2 

5 

.  209 

1 
3 
18 
3 

.  15 

6 

.  23 

7 
7 

.  117 

.  12 
3 

.  30 

3 

.  79 

.  415 

.  12 


Tinned  Foods  No.  of  Tins 

Pears  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  25 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Pilchards  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Plums  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Potatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Rhubarb  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salmon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Soups  (various)  ...  ..  ...  ...  7 

Spaghetti  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Steak  &  Kidney  Pudding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


Inefficient  packing  and  bad  storage  was  responsible  for  the  condemnation  of  many  of 
the  above-mentioned  tinned  foods. 


GENERAL. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(i)  Generally  speaking  the  water  supply  for  the  area  has  been  satisfactory,  although  reports 
have  been  received  of  wells  going  dry,  one  of  these  dry  wells  being  80  ft.  in  depth.  It 
appears  to  be  an  accepted  fact  that  the  level  in  most  of  the  shallow  wells  is  falling, 
and  the  situation  should  be  carefully  watched;  in  addition  the  Council  should  press 
on  with  their  mains  water  schemes. 

(a)  Quality— This  appears  to  be  reasonable,  but  it  is  noted  that  the  Public  Analyst 
often  certifies  a  sample  as  “  fair  ”  or  “  poor,”  stating  that  a  certain  amount  of 
pollution  is  taking  place. 

At  Horning  the  mains  scheme  has  begun  and  this  should  be  completed  andj 
available  for  use  early  in  1948.1 : 

(b)  Quantity — The  quantity  has  been  sufficient  during  the  year. 

(ii)  The  Parish  of  Hoveton  is  supplied  by  the  Norwich  Corporation,  and  the  Analyst’s 
reports  received  show  the  supply  to  be  of  good  quality  and  fit  for  all  domestic 
purposes.  The  Council  has  however  received  complaints  concerning  the  amount  of 
chlorine  in  this  supply,  and  representations  are  being  made  to  the  suppliers. 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  provide  a  supply  of  water  from  the  mains  by  means  of 
standpipes,  to  all  Council  properties.  I  know  the  difficulties  regarding  the  supply  of 
pipes  and  fittings,  but  I  would  urge  the  Council  to  reconsider  this  matter,  and  to  provide 
an  internal  supply  to  each  dwelling. 

The  Parish  of  Stalham  is  supplied  from  the  Stalham  bore,  and  this  continues  to  give 
complete  satisfaction,  and  the  Public  Analyst’s  reports  show  the  supply  to  be  of  great 
purity  and  suitable  for  all  purposes  of  a  public  supply. 

(iii)  No  reports  have  been  received  of  contamination  by  lead. 


(iv)  40  samples  of  water  used  for  domestic  supplies  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  the  year,  results  being  as  follows: — 

Approved  supplies  ...  27 

Fair  or  poor  ...  ...  9 

Unfit  supplies  ...  ...  4 

(in  three  cases  the  wells  were  closed,  and  in  the  remaining  one  another  test 

is  being  made) 

(v)  Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  service  mains: — 

Parish  of  Hoveton — Estimated  number  of  houses  ...  ...  430 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  the  house  ...  98 

Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ...  ...  207 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  Nil 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

In  addition  the  following  are  supplied  from  the  mains: — 

Business  premises  (meter  supply)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Lock-up  shops  and  Offices  ...  ...  ...  3 

Supplies  to  farm  lands  (meter  supply)  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Norwich  Corporation  also  reports  the  following: — 
Number  of  houses  supplied  where  baths  are  fixed  ...  52 

„  „  „  „  W.C’s.  are  fixed  ...  60 

„  „  „  „  there  are  more  than  one  W.C.  12 

„  „  „  „  there  is  no  W.C.  ...  17 

Parish  of  Stalham— Estimated  number  of  houses  ...  ...  391 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  the  house  ...  213 

Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ...  ...  ...  647 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes  ...  17 

Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ...  ...  ...  65 


Note — A  sewerage  scheme  for  this  parish  has  been  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
many  residents  have  intimated  their  intention  to  take  a  supply  from  the  mains  as  soon 
as  they  have  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  w  aste  water. 


HOUSING. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 


(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  un¬ 
der  the  Housing  Regulations 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


defects 

953 
...  1193 


480 

737 


78 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  389 

Note — Concerning  sub-head  (2)  (a)  above,  the  Council  has  decided  that  before  any  dwelling 
is  surveyed,  notice  of  intention  to  enter  and  survey  the  dwelling  is  to  be  given  to  each 
owner  under  Section  157  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  This  has  of  course  slowed  up  this 
work  under  circular  64/44,  and  accounts  for  the  small  number  surveyed  and  recorded 
during  the  year.  It  has  been  found  in  some  cases  that  three  visits  are  needed  to  a 
dwelling  to  ascertain  the  correct  name  and  address  of  the  owner  and  occupier. 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Notices  that  question  of  demolition  would  be  considered  ...  6 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notices  to  execute  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Notice  of  the  Council’s  intention  to  carry  out  repairs  in 

default  of  the  owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(This  work  is  in  progress). 


Owing  to  the  restriction  of  labour  and  building  materials,  much  needed  work  has 
had  to  be  held  over  for  the  time  being,  and  we  have  concentrated  on  the  work  of 
keeping  the  dwellings  wind  and  weather-tight,  and  in  reasonable  structural  condition. 

The  rental  question  is  a  thorny  point.  Many  of  the  cottages  in  this  district  are 
let  at  rents  varying  from  2/6  to  5/-  weekly,  including  rates,  and  this  does  not  allow 
a  wide  margin  for  repairs  in  ordinary  times.  Today,  when  for  example  a  kitchen 
stove  may  cost  anything  up  to  £20,  the  position  is  impossible,  and  one  is  bound  to  have 


a  certain  amount  of  sympathy  for  the  property  owner. 

REQUISITIONING. 

Number  of  properties  under  requisition  at  31/12/47  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  properties  occupied  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  properties  requisitioned  during  1947  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  properties  released  during  1947  ...  ...  7 


TEMPORARY  HOUSING. 

67  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  on  the  Ludham  Airfield 
Estate. 

22  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  on  the  Worstead  Military 
Camp  Site. 


PERMANENT  HOUSING. 


The  Council  owns  a  total  of  689  dwellings  as  under: — 

1919  (Assisted  Scheme)  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

1923  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

1924  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  412 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Slum  clearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

1936  Act  {Overcrowding)  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  3 

(Accommodation  of  Members  of  Agri.  Pop.  ...  19 

Not  Subsidised  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

1946  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year: — 


Hoveton 

Hickling 

Stalham 

Swafield 

Witton 


Houses 

8 

4 

4 

4 

2 


Pre-fabricated  Bungalows 

25 


25 


SCAVENGING. 

At  present  the  Council  carry  out  Scavenging  in  the  Parishes  of  Hoveton  and  Stalham 
by  direct  labour,  using  mechanical  vehicles.  Pail  closets  are  emptied  twice-weekly  and 
house  refuse  collected  once-weekly.  Cesspools  are  emptied  free  in  these  parishes,  but  in 
other  parishes  a  charge  is  made  according  to  the  capacity  of  the  cesspool.  We  have  exper¬ 
ienced  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  labour  for  this  class  of  work,  but  a  reasonable  service 
has  been  given  and  very  few  complaints  received. 

Many  dumps  of  tins  and  other  refuse  have  been  cleared  in  various  parishes,  and  the 
Council  has  agreed  to  carry  out  this  service  wherever  it  is  required,  without  charge. 

RATS  &  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  S.R.  &  O.,  No.  680,  1943. 

A  continual  survey  of  the  district  is  in  progress,  and  the  Rat-catcher  also  deals  with 
complaints  as  they  are  received. 

It  is  becoming  difficult  to  collect  charges  for  this  work,  although  in  all  cases  a  very 
moderate  charge  is  made.  Rats  belong  to  nobody,  and  always  appear  to  be  coming  from 
the  adjoining  premises,  and  when  the  occupier  of  these  adjoining  premises  is  seen,  he  or 
she  states  that  .the  rats  are  from  the  next  property,  and  so  on.  I  have  yet  to  find  a  rat 
with  the  owners  name  on  it.  ' 

However,  we  have  done  our  best,  and  below  I  give  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 


during  the  year : —  i 

Total  number  of  properties  deait  with  ...  ...  ...  1189 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  528 

Pre-baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18650 

Poison  baits  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6688 

Dead  rats  found  and  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2265 

Dead  mice  found  and  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  477 

Payments  received  for  services  of  the  Rat-catcher  -  £101  6s.  9d. 

The  undermentioned  parishes  have  been  dealt  with:  — 


Ashmanhaugh,  Bacton,  Catfield,  Dilham,  East  Ruston,  Felmingham,  Happisburgh, 
Hickling,  Honing,  Horning,  Hoveton,  Ingham,  Lessingham,  Ludham,  Neatishead,  Palling, 
Paston,  Potter  Heigham,  Scottow,  Sloley,  Skeyton,  Smallburgh,  Stalham,  Sutton, 
Swafield,  Swanton  Abbot,  Trunch,  Tunstead,  Witton  and  Worstead. 

The  Rat-catcher  was  away  for  4  weeks  during  the  year,  owing  to  illness. 


NUISANCES. 

46  complaints  of  nuisances  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  were  as  follows: — 


Defective  house  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  holiday  camp  drainage  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  dance  hall  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  1 

„  drainage  of  private  roadway  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overflowing  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defects  in  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dumping  of  trade  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

House  refuse  dumped  on  beach  ...  ...  ...  1 

Polluted  watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Flooded  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Polluted  parish  pond  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stalham  junior  school  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  1 

Broken  or  blocked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Offensive  dumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Night-soil  emptied  on  sandhills  at  Lessingham  ...  ...  1 


These  complaints  were  ail  investigated  and  the  nuisances  abated,  with  the  exception 
of  the  following  two  cases,  which  are  outstanding: — 

Flooding  of  dwelling  at  Hoveton 

Stalham  junior  school  closet  accommodation. 


DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE. 

Concerning  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  Stalham,  the  Council  has  continually 
pressed  the  Minister  to  approve  their  scheme;  a  visit  was  made  to  the  Ministry  in  company 
with  the  Consulting  Engineers,  and  preliminary  approval  to  the  scheme .  has  now  been 
received.  I  do  urge  the  Council  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  hasten  this  matter,  as  con¬ 
ditions  in  some  parts  of  the  parish  are  intolerable. 

A  scheme  for  the  joint  disposal  of  sewerage  from  Horning  and  Hoveton  has  been 
considered,  but  it  is  now  thought  to  be  more  economical  to  have  a  separate  scheme  for 
each  parish,  and  this  new  scheme  is  in  preparation. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  101  factories  in  the  area,  and  they  comprise  the  following: — 


Bakehouses 

9 

Garages 

Blacksmiths  (mechanical) 

2 

General  engineering 

Boatbuilding 

19 

Grain  cleaning 

Brewery 

1 

Motor  engineering 

Brickmaking 

1 

Motor  haulage 

Butchers  (slaughterhouses)  ... 

18 

Electrical  depot 

Builders 

9 

Plumbers  &  well  sinkers 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 


Cycle  Brazier 

1 

Sailmakers 

1 

Engineers  (agricultural) 

1 

Stonemasons 

2 

Flour  Mills 

8 

Timber  sawmills 

3 

Fruit  grading  machinery 

2 

Wicker  fencing  makers 

1 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  mention  is  made  above  of  farm  premises,  although  many  of 
these  have  machinery  of  all  kinds,  with  unprotected  belting,  etc.,  etc. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

74 

221 

... 

... 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

16 

66 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  J  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

3 

7 

... 

... 

TOTAL  . 

93 

294 

2 

... 

2— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEBE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

.rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

3 

2 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

TOTAL 

5 

4 

... 

... 

... 

J  Electrical  Stations  [Section  103(1)],  Institutions.  (Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108) 


In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  satisfactory  way  in  which 
the  Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  have  carried  out  their  numerous  duties  during  the 
year  under  review. 

>  D.  G.  SHIELDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

,  A.  L.  TAUNTON, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  thb 
Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 
July,  1948. 


